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ATWATER LITTLE LEAGUE 

GROUND RULES – SINGLE A BASEBALL 2023 

 

1. Once the ball is securely controlled by any infield player, the ball is dead and 

base runners must return to the last base safely touched. 
 

2. Overthrown and underthrown balls from the infield, one (1) base will be 

awarded to the base runner and the play is ruled dead. (Example: with a runner 

of first base, a ball is hit to the third baseman who then throws to the second 

baseman for an attempted force out but the ball is overthrown into the outfield. 

Once the ball is in the outfield the play is dead and the base runner is awarded 

third base). 
 

3. Balls thrown from the outfield to the infield are considered live ball so long as it 

is in the field of play and is not controlled by an infield player. Once a thrown 

ball from the outfield leaves the field of play it is considered a dead play and the 

play is over. Runners are award one (1) base from the last base that was safely 

touched. (Example 1: a batter hits the ball to right center field and heads to 

second base, the ball is thrown to second base and is missed by the second 

baseman. Then the ball rolls and stops in fair ground between home plate and third 

base. This play is considered live and the runner can continue to advance until an 

infielder controls the ball.  Example 2: Using the scenario above the center fielder 

throws the ball to second base and the ball is missed by the second baseman, the 

runner rounds second and heads to third base, then the ball rolls into foul territory 

before the runner reaches third base. The play is considered over because the ball 

has left the field of play and is dead and the runner is granted one (1) base from the 

last base that was safely touched. In this case the runner would be awarded third 

base. 
 

4. Teams may have no more than five (5) infielders plus a catcher at any time. All 

other players should be in the outfield. Teams do not have to have catcher. 
 

5. During the game there is a maximum of ten (10) seconds allowed between 

pitches or swings off the tee. Also, teams are allowed to have only two (2) 

coaches on the field to assist defensive players. The defensive team is required 

to provide a coach behind home plate to put balls on tees, as well as return balls 

to the coach/ pitcher during the coach/pitch portion of the season. It is the 

defensive teams’ responsibility to put ball on the tee to help relieve the potential 

of the offensive team from “over coaching” batters during the game.  

(see other side) 
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This divisions exists in order to allow players an opportunity to be exposed to a 

realistic game, IT IS NOT to be used as an extension of practice. Coaches/  
 

managers are expected to encourage players without constant batting stance 

adjustments or lengthy instructions. Players are expected to learn from their 

successes and failures. 
 

6. During the first half of the season all batters will be hitting from a tee. During this 

portion of the season batters will be given three (3) swings to the ball fair. If a 

batter fails to hit the ball fair after three (3) swings, he/she is recorded as an out. 

During the second half of the season, coaches will pitch as outlined in Ground 

Specific for AA Baseball. After three (3) strikes, the batter will be given two (2) 

attempts to hit the ball fair from a tee. One (1) base is award if the ball is 

overthrown to first base. Overthrown balls at second and third base are dead 

balls and play ends. 
 

 

7. The game score will be kept but no division standings are recorded by the 

League. Managers from both teams will mutually agree on individual(s) to 

volunteer umpire their scheduled game. (Option: Allow the home team to umpire 

while the visitors hit and the visitors to umpire while the home team hits). 
 

8. There is a maximum playing time limit of one (1) hour or four (4) innings, 

whichever occurs first.  However, if four (4) innings are completed prior to 

reaching one (1) hour of playing time, the coaches are highly encouraged to 

mutually agree to continue play until time expires. No new inning may be 

started after fifty (50) minutes. 
 

9. Games are played in accordance with the Little League Rule Book, unless 

modified by Atwater Little League Ground Rules. 
 

10. Home teams will always be on the third (3rd) base side. 
 

11. A team may field 8 players for the game to be considered official. 

 


